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SUBJECT: EC EOREIGN MINISTERS' POLITICAL CONSULTATION 
NOVEMBER 18: EC INSTITUTIONAL REFORMS 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: WE UNDERSTAND THAT EC EONMIN'S MEET- 
ING NOVEMBER 18 DISCUSSED SUBSTANTIVE AND ORGANIZATIONAL 
ASPECTS OF FUTURE EUROPEAN SUMMITS. THEY ALSO DISCUSSED 
COMMUNITY VOTING PROCEDURES, ELECTION OF EUROPEAN PAR- 
LIAMENT AND EXPANSION OF COMMUNITY COMPETENCE. LITTLE 
AGREEMENT WAS RECORDED ON KEY ISSUES. END SUMMARY. 
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2. FOLLOWING REPORT (RECEIVED BY EMBOEF NOVEMBER 19 
FROM RELIABLE SOURCE) IS BASED ON SEVERAL BACKGROUND 
BRIEFINGS GIVEN BY EC REPS DURING AND AFTER EC EOREIGN 
MINISTERS' MEETING WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF EC POLITICAL 
CONSULTATION IN PARIS NOVEMBER 18. 

3. DECEMBER EC SUMMIT: FRENCH FONMIN SAUVAGN ARGUES 
SAID THAT FRENCH PRESIDENT GISCARD INTENDS TO CALL EC 
SUMMIT FOR DECEMBER 9-10 IN PARIS. DIFFERENCES REMAIN 
CONCERNING SUBSTANTIVE AGENDA FOR THE SUMMIT, AND WILL 
BE ADDRESSED BY EC FONMINS AT THEIR NOVEMBER 25 MEETING 
IN BRUSSELS. 

4. EC SUMMIT ORGANIZATION: MINISTERS AGREED TO REGULAR 
MEETINGS OF EC-NINE HEADS OF GOVERNMENT ACCOMPANIED BY 
FOREIGN MINISTERS. SAUVAGNARGUES SAID THAT THE SPECIAL 
DRAMATIC NATURE OF EUROPEAN SUMMITS MUST BE AVOIDED 
BECAUSE PAST SUMMITS AROUSED EXAGGERATED EXPECTATIONS 
LEADING TO EVENTUAL DISILLUSIONMENT. MINISTERS ALSO 
AGREED THAT HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETINGS SHOULD BE 
GUIDED BY TREATY OF ROME WHEN DISCUSSING COMMUNITY 
AFFAIRS, AND BY DECISIONS OF PREVIOUS EC SUMMITS WHEN 
DISCUSSING POLITICAL AFFAIRS. OTHER QUESTIONS TO BE 
RESOLVED BY DECEMBER EC SUMMIT INCLUDE: NEW NAME (IF 
ANY) BY WHICH REGULARIZED SYSTEM OF EC SUMMITS IS TO 

BE KNOWN (FRENCH PREFER "CONSEIL EUROPEEN"); HOW OFTEN 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT ARE TO MEET; WHETHER THERE WILL BE 
SPECIAL SECRETARIAT TO SUPPORT THESE MEETINGS (FRENCH 
RENEWED THEIR PROPOSAL EOR SMALL, INEORMAL SECRETARIAT 
TO BE CHARGED WITH PREPARATIONS OF EC HEADS OE GOVERN- 
MENT MEETINGS; LUXEMBOURG, SUPPORTED BY BELGIANS AN 
DUTCH, SAID THAT ALREADY EXISTING SECRETARIAT OF EC 
COUNCIL IS APROPRIATE BODY TO PROVIDE SUPPORT EOR EC 
HEADS OF GOVERNMENT MEETINGS). 

5. POLITICAL COOPERATION: MINISTERS AGREED THAT EC 
POLITICAL COOPERATION SHOULD INCREASE. THEY ALSO AGREED 
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TO THE POSSIBILITY OP "CONCERTATION " BETWEEN THE 
EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND EC-NINE POLITICAL CONSULTATION. 
OUR SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO PROVIDE DETAILS ON HOW THIS 
CONCERTATIONN" MIGHT OPERATE. 

6. COMMUNITY VOTING PROCEDURES: FRENCH PRESSED THEIR 
PROPOSAL EOR RELAXATION OP RULE OP UNANIMITY IN COMMUNITY 
DECISION-MAKING. BRITISH AND DANES, ON OTHER HAND, 

WISHED TO INSURE THAT RIGHT OP VETO WILL BE MAINTAINED 
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WHEN PUNDAMENTAL NATIONAL INTERESTS ARE INVOLVED. ENTIRE 
SUBJECT HAS BEEN REPERRED TO THE PARIS AD HOC GROUP (ON 
EC INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES) WHICH WILL MEET IN PARIS TO 
DISCUSS THIS ISSUE ON NOVEMBER 21. SAUVAGNARGUES TOLD 
PRESS THAT LUXEMBOURG PORMULA "THEOLOGY" IS "DEPASSE." 

7. EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT: THERE WAS NO PROGRESS ON ISSUE 
OP DIRECT ELECTION OP EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT DUE TO UK 
AND DANISH OBJECTIONS. SAUVAGNARGUES SAID, HOWEVER, 

THAT NEW COMPROMISE TEXT ON THIS SUBJECT HAS BEEN 
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PRESENTED AND MAY BE ACCEPTABLE TO UK. 

8. COMMUNITY COMPETENCE: MINISTERS AGREED THAT ANY 
WIDENING OF COMMUNITY COMPETENCE SHOULD BE GOVERNED BY 
TERMS OF ARTICLE 155 OE THE TREATY OF ROME. 

9. PALESTINIAN ISSUE AT THE UN AND THE EURO- ARAB 
DIALOGUE TREATED SEPTELS. WE EXPECT 

EORMAL BREIEING BY ERENCH EC PRESIDENCY ON SUBSTANCE 
OE NOVEBER 18 MEETING, WHICH WILL BE REPORTED 
SEPARATELY. 

RUSH 
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